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Sir John French thought that the question of
shells was the only effective factor, and declares
that it was his action which brought about the
fall of the Government
Colonel Repington claims for himself the
credit of arousing the nation to a sense of its
danger. "Away the fateful telegram went,
containing in one little phrase enough high ex-
plosive to blow the strongest Government of
modern times into the air/'x In publication his
message had been shorn of some of its details.
" I had been furious about the censoring of the
telegram, and hastened to London to expose the
facts... I neither minced matters nor concealed
my feelings." He saw Lloyd George and
several of the Unionist leaders. It was known
that he was a friend of Sir John French and
that he had come direct from General Head-
quarters. Everybody was therefore ready to
listen to his denunciations. Their substance
can be given in his own words: "Kitchener
did not comprehend the importance of artillery,
took no effective measures to increase our sup-
plies of it, and concealed the truth from his
colleagues in the Cabinet." 2
This imputation of wilful ignorance, care-
lessness, and deliberate concealment of the truth
must be considered in detail.
" Kitchener did not comprehend the import-
ance of artillery/'
The importance of artillery was a revelation
to everybody. Even the Germans, who had
made a careful study of the effect of guns in the
1  Repington, I, p. 37.
2  Ibid., I, p. 34.